
Mountain Community Mennonite Church 
 

Join Us - We share God ’s love by Following Jesus, Rec onc iling  
Community, Build ing  Peac e 

 

“ But those who hope in the Lord  will renew their strength. They will run  

and  not grow weary; they will wa lk and  not grow fa int.”  

 

Lent Week 6: Palm Sunday 

Disc overing God ’s Story, Entering God ’s Hope  
Marc h 20, 2016 

 

Pastor          Paul Johnson 

Worship Leader        Dan Thiessen 

Song Leader & Pianist       Judy Thiessen 

Pre-service music        Devin Pierce 

 

Call to Discovery: Passion Week is thic k with layers of c omplex symbolism. The 

c harac ters in God ’s sto ry a re not stra ightforward . The  peop le who p ra ised  
“ Hosanna”  and  ha iled  Jesus as the c oming King, may be the very  ones who 
la ter shouted , “ Cruc ify him!”  Like them, we find  o urselves living into the c omplex 
c ovenant story, whose unredeemed  motives, desires, and  passions a ll too often 
d rive our behavior and  ac tions. We trust a  forg iving God . 

 

WE GATHER 

Announc ements 
Time of Quieting  

Call to Worship (Based on Psalm 118) 

Leader: Give thanks to the Lord  ⎯ God is good! 

All: God’s steadfast love endures forever! 

Leader: This is the day tha t the Lord  has made. 

All: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

Leader: Blessed  is the one who c omes in the name of the Lord ! 

All: The Lord our God has given us light! 

Leader: Give thanks to the Lord  ⎯ God is good! 

All: God’s steadfast love endures forever! 

 

WE GROW IN WORSHIP 

Welc ome and Opening Prayer      Dan Thiessen 

Opening Hymns        HWB  #238, #398 

Joys and  Conc erns 
Offering and  Prayer       Dan Thiessen 

Hymn          HWB  #239 



 
Prayer of Confession and  Reconc ilia tion 

All: Lord we confess that our motives, desires, and passions have not been pure 

⎯ we have not been living into the truth of your good news story. We confess we 

have often acted in destructive ways, living out of our brokenness rather than 

out of your healing, redeeming Love. Help us find our refuge in you. Forgive us, 

heal us, and reconcile us, oh God, so that we may be the living picture of your 

covenant love. In all our relationships: with you, with each other, and with all of 

creation, we pray. Amen. 

Pause for silent c onfession. 

 

Assurance 

Leader: God ’s goodness is ac complished  abundantly for those who take refuge 
there. (From Psa lm 31:19) 

Scriptures       Luke 19:32-38 & John 12: 9-15 

Sermon         “Prince of Palm” 

Communion in the Round as Eucharist: Present & Future Abundance 

     Pastor & Elders 
   

Time of Reflec tion        Rae Shellenberger 
Artist in Residenc e  

 

WE GO OUT TO SERVE 

Send ing Song       HWB  #405 v.1, 4, 5, 6 

Sending Prayer 

Your worship  servic e today was p lanned  by the MCMC Worship  Commission. 
 

To p repare for Easter, p lease read  and  study the fo llowing sc rip tures: Acts 

10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 1 Corinthians 15:19-26; John 20:1-18 

 

ONGOING EVENTS 

-Prayer Circ le, Sundays @ 8:45–9:00AM. All a re welc ome! 
-The Pastor will be in the MCMC offic e Monday and  Tuesday, Marc h 21 & 22. 
Please c a ll to set an appointment. 
-Women’s Bib le Study 9:30-11:30 AM eac h Friday. Contac t Rae Shellenberger a t  
719.213.6931. 
-Men’s Coffee eac h Saturday a t 8 AM a t Serrano’s. 
-Eac h Saturday “ More than a  Mea l Ministries”  8:00 AM a t Legac y Wesleyan 
Churc h, 502 N Walnut St, Colorado Springs, CO 80905. 

 

THIS WEEK AT MCMC 

*Elders’  Meeting, Monday, Marc h 21
st
 a t 4 PM 

*Program Cab inet, Monday, Marc h 21
st
 a t 5:45 PM 

*Worship  Commission, Tuesday, Marc h 22
nd

 a t 4:45 PM 



 
MARCH BIRTHDAYS/ ANNIVERSARIES 

26 Rae Shellenberger      30 Dean Williams 

 

UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS 

-Mounta in Sta tes Mennonite Conferenc e is guid ing a  Holy Saturday retreat for 

c hild ren and  families on Saturday, Marc h 26th from 9–11 AM a t Washington 
Street Community Center (809 S Washington Street, Denver, CO). Holy Sa turday 
is a  time in between Good Friday and  Easter Sunday to c onsider how God  is 
inviting us to rest. As families, we will p rac tic e some ways to rest together in 
mind , body and  sp irit while we c onsider the Easter story. All ages a re invited  to 
partic ipa te and  light refreshments will be served . A suggested  donation of $5 
per c hild  is rec ommended  to c over the costs of supp lies and  eac h adult is 
asked  to b ring a  bag of ground c offee/ tea  to donate to the community c enter. 
RSVP to Annie Lengac her Browning by Marc h 20: annie@mounta insta tesmc .org. 

Plan to worship  with us on Easter Sunday morning Marc h 27. We will 

aga in p lac e fresh flowers on the c ross, so p lease b ring severa l flowers for this 

purpose. MCMC Easter Brunch will fo llow the worship  servic e. Bring your family 

and  friends and  a  d ish to share! 
 

-The 2016 MSMC Faith and Life Forum, “ Dreaming in Color,”  will be Saturday, 

April 16, from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm a t Evergreen Lake House, 29612 Upper Bear 

Lake Creek Rd . Evergreen, CO. Join us for a  time of fun, worship , sharing and  
d reaming about our c onferenc e as we foc us on Ac ts 6 and  our g uid ing text, 
Luke 1:76-79. All a re welc ome. Bring a  set of c olored  penc ils and  wear your 
favorite c olor.  Please RSVP by April 11 to Karen Martin a t 
administra tor@Mounta inSta tesMC.org. If you need  c hild c are or c ould  help  
underwrite the c osts of this event, c ontac t Karen. 

-MCSS Volunteer Spring Tea : May 3, 4-6 PM a t MCMC.  

Mark your c a lendars for Sa turday, May 7 for a  Community Pic nic  
fund ra iser event a t MCMC from 10-1. Raw Tools will be demonstra ting  how 

"swords" a re made into "p lowshares" or maybe guns into tools.  Smoked turkey 
sandwic hes and  homemade ic e c ream will be ava ilab le for purc hase, 
benefiting Silver Key and  Mounta in Community Senior Servic es p rogramming . 
Beth-El Mennonite Churc h will a lso be invited  to jo in us. Come and  b ring  your 
friends and  neighbors! 
 



- Summer is getting c loser and  it’s time to reg ister fo r summer camp a t Roc ky 
Mounta in Mennonite Camp. New for 2016 is Sib ling / Multip le Camp Disc ount, 
whic h app lies if one c hild  a ttends multip le c amps or if sib lings a ttend  c amp. 
Aga in this summer, save $20 by reg istering before June 1. Wilderness c amps a re 
a grea t opportunity for c ampers to experienc e God ’s c rea tion in  a  unique and  
adventurous way! 

IN THE KNOW 

-Chec k out The Gathering Place , an interac tive website for Anabaptist youth 

leaders to find  c onnec tion, networking, mentoring, and  sp iritua l formation. Join 
us for book stud ies, study c irc les and  web inars, or wa tc h a rc hived  videos and  
listen to podc asts. Rec ent top ics inc lude a  web inar on today’s med ia  and  its 
impac t on our youth, a  d isc ussion on c ontemporary Anabaptist peac e witness 
and  a  podc ast on bullying: www.thegatheringp lac e.us 

-Ten Thousand Villages has moved, just a round  the c orner, to 275 Clayton Street. 

Come in Monday-Saturday 10-6. 303.316.8773. 

-Mountain States Conference  is on Facebook. “ Like”  us to see news from the 

c onferenc e and  denomina tion. Look for us a t Mounta in Sta tes Mennonite 
Conferenc e. 

-More Than a Meal still needs winter ha ts, jac kets, b lankets, etc . Had ley Hiebert is 

ha lfway to her goa l of c ollec ting 200+ ba gs of soap  for her laund ry soap  d rive. 
Please p lac e three tab lets of soap  into a  p lastic  bag, a long with a  c ard  of 
greeting for the rec ip ient. These will be handed  out a t the weekly b reakfast. 
Thanks for help ing! 

-Village Arts of Colorado Springs is exc ited  to announc e aud itions for Gilbert & 

Sullivan’s The Pira tes of Penzanc e , to be presented  June 30, July 1-2. Aud itions 
a re sc heduled  for Marc h 28-30. If interested  in aud itioning, you c an find  a ll the 
info on the Village Arts website: www.VillageArtsCS.org . 

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

- Senior meals a t MCMC - Golden Circ le Senior Nutrition- will beg in April 4, and  

c ontinue indefinitely, 5 days/ week. Prepara tion eac h day will beg in a t 10 AM 
and  will be finished  a t 1 PM. 
-Are you a  veteran, or know someone who is? We a re seeking groups to try out 

the 6-week Sunday Sc hool c urric ulum “ Returning Veterans, Returning Hope: 

Seeking Peace Together,”  and  share feedbac k. The c urric ulum foc uses on 

returning  veterans and  how the c hurc h c an p lay a  part in their hea ling journeys, 
d rawing from b ib lic a l reflec tion, the la test understand ings of trauma and  mora l 
injury and  the experienc es of veterans themselves. This is a  p rojec t of the Peac e 
& Justic e Support Network, a  partnership  of Mennonite Church USA and  
Mennonite Mission Network. See p jsn.org/ vets or c ontac t Jason Boone, PJSN’s 
c oord ina ting minister, a t jasonb@mennoniteusa .org . 

 

 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

-MCC Centra l Sta tes has two positions open; help  us spread  the word ! 

http://www.villageartscs.org/


*The MCC Central States Executive Director position is ava ilab le sta rting in June. 

This full-time position job  desc rip tion c an be found  a t: http :/ / mc c .org/ get-
involved / serve/ openings/ exec utive-d irec tor-c s. 

*The Office Manager/ Bookkeeper position is ava ilab le sta rting  in April a t the 

MCC offic e in N Newton, Kansas.  Position is 32 hours/ week, and  a  full job  
desc rip tion c an be found  a t: http :/ / mcc .org/ get-
involved / serve/ openings/ offic e-managerbookkeeper-c entra lsta tes. 
*Please c ontac t Heid i Huber a t heid ihuber@mc c .org for more information.* 

 

 

Sermon Notes 
 1. Luke’s Gospel has Jesus riding a colt rather than a war horse to 

victory.  When Jesus looks into our heart, what does the Prince of 

Palms require of us? 

 

 

 2. Luke’s image of the Messiah’s entry into Empire is walking upon the 

garments of His friends.  What praise do they have for the Lord? 

 

 

 3. John’s Gospel has Jesus and Lazarus trapped in a murder plot as 

they enter Jerusalem.  Who escapes with God’s Grace? 

 

 

 4. John’s account has added the “crowd of the feast” waving palms as 

Jesus passes by. Why? 

 

 

 5. Both these accounts transform Jesus from superhero to anti-hero.  

Why transform the Prince of Palms into the Prince of Peace? 


